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WHEREAS, emergency medical services (EMS) embody the true concept of teamwork by recognizing the
interdependent relationship among trauma centers, EMS system hospitals, ambulance providers, emergency
and trauma physicians, emergency nurses, first responder defibrillators, emergency medical technicians
(EMTs) - basic, intermediate and paramedic, pre-hospital registered nurses, emergency communication
nurses, trauma nurse specialists, and emergency medical dispatchers who are dedicated to saving lives; and,

WHEREAS, in [llinois, there are 66 EMS resource hospitals, 62 trauma centers, 209 stroke centers, 103
emergency departments with pediatric capabilities, and 12 pediatric critical care centers, along with 613
ambulance providers and 2,727 ambulances, and 7,651 emergency medical responders, and,

WHEREAS, Iilinois has 20,871 EMTs, 456 intermediate/advanced EMTs, 16,538 paramedic EMTs, 4,721
emergency communications registered nurses, 2,111 trauma nurse specialists, and 542 pre-hospital
registered nurses, and,

WHEREAS, there are 3,399 emergency medical dzspatchers and 1,333 lead instructors selflessly providing
24-hour service to the people of Illinois; and,

WHEREAS, this year's national theme, "Improving Outcomes, Together" underscores the immediate nature
of the situations to which EMS personnel must respond, while also looking ahead to the future of pre-hospital
care;

THEREFORE, I, JB Pritzker, Governor of the State of Illinois, do hereby proclaim May 17-23, 2026, as
Emergency Medical Services Week in Illinois and encourage all residents to join in this observance.
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